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to an origin of tlie Kosmos, or order in Nature, and
indicate that origin to be Design but do not point to
any commencement, still less creation, of the two great
elements of the Universe, the passive element and the
active element, Matter and Force. There is in Nature
no reason whatever to suppose that either Matter or
Force, or any of their properties, were made by the
Being who was the author of the collocations by which
the world is adapted to what we consider as its
purposes; or that he has power to alter any of those
properties. It is only when we consent to entertain
this negative supposition that there arises a need for
wisdom and contrivance in the order of the universe,
The Deity had on this hypothesis to work out his ends
by combining materials of a given nature and
properties. Out of these materials he had to construct
a world in. which his designs should be carried into
effect through given properties of Matter and Force,
working together and fitting into one another. This
did require skill and contrivance, and the means by
which it is effected are often such as justly excite our
wonder and admira^lja: but exactly because it requires
wisdom, it implies limitation of power, or rather the
two phrases express different sides of the same fact.

If it be said, that an Omnipotent Creator, though
under no necessity of employing contrivances such
as man must use, thought fit to do so in order to
leave traces by which man might recognize his crea- #